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1. What is the Indian concept of "caste"?

2. What are the Vedas?

DHARMA SECTION

1. What are some of the most important religious and ethical ideals to which  humans must aspire? 

2. Where are these ideas expressed (what literature?)

3. What is the varna ideal, and how does it relate to caste?

4. How does dharma govern the actions of each caste?

5. What are the "four stages of life?"

6. How does dharma affect family life? (use the textual excerpts)

7. How does dharma affect political life? (use the textual excerpts)

ARTHA SECTION

1. What is raja-dharma?

2. What is "The Book of Manu" (Manu smerti)

3. What is the difference between dharma & artha?

4. How does artha inform kings/kingship? (use the textual excerpts)

KAMA SECTION

1. What is kama, and how does it inform human sexual desire?

2. How does kama inform relationships between men and women?

2. Contrast the two aspects of kama: Science of Love & Pleasure, and Aesthetic Theory & Practice?

MOKSHA SECTION (read only pp. 274-296)

1. What is moksha, and how is it attained, according to the Bhagavad Gita (18 chapters in the Bishma Parva of the Mahabharata)?

2. According to the words of Krishna, how is moksha related to dharma?

3. What is yoga? The yoga of action?

4. What are some of the problems discussed in connection with the Bhagavad Gita?

